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Over the years, Guide Me Magazine’s distribution network has consistently grown 

stronger. We collaborate with the best distribution agents, establishing the most 

robust network on the island. For starters, Guide Me is distributed to over 60 leading 

hotels in Malta and Gozo, including prestigious 4- and 5-star establishments. In recent 

years, we’ve expanded our network to include numerous boutique hotels in Malta and 

Gozo. Furthermore, Guide Me Magazine is distributed by the Malta Tourism Authority 

in key locations including Valletta, Mdina, Vittoriosa, St Paul’s Bay, Malta International 

Airport, Marsaxlokk, Mellieha, Valletta Waterfront, Victoria, and Mgarr (Gozo).
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It feels like the sun shines a little brighter each year (hello, climate change!). But whether 

you’re soaking up the rays or enjoying a breezier day, now’s the perfect moment to 

experience everything the islands have to offer. From historic cities and dramatic coastlines 

to indulgent bites and peaceful countryside trails, REBECCA ANASTASI brings you her top 

ten recommendations for making the most of your time in Malta – whenever you visit.
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 VALLETTA, A BAROQUE MASTERPIECE
1.

STEP INTO DISCOVERY! TEN 

UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCES TO 

ENJOY IN MALTA AND GOZO

Valletta, Malta’s capital city, is brimming with 

ecclesiastical art, breathtaking views and historical 

streets, cementing it as one of the country’s 

foremost iconic locations. A UNESCO World 

Heritage Site, the city is usually visitors’ first stop, 

with its minimalist entrance, inaugurated in 2014 

and designed by Renzo Piano, belying its Baroque 

interior. Valletta is a hive of activity, particularly 

during the day where lawyers head to court, 

shopkeepers sell their wares – including some 

world-renowned brands – and tourists eat lunch 

in the sun. If you’re in town, the show at the Malta 

Experience, set within the St Elmo Bastions, might 

be a good place to start: in 45 minutes, it takes you 

on a journey from Malta’s megalithic past to the 

country’s post-colonial present. Valletta also boasts 

some of the island’s must-visit art galleries, such 

as MUŻA, Malta’s National Museum of Art, as well 

as Spazju Kreattiv, a modern space set inside the 

16th century fortification of St James Cavalier. In the 

evening, the once quiet city comes alive with bars, 

countless restaurants and entertainment, including 

the Malta International Arts Festival which is taking 

place from 13 to 22 June. Don’t miss a chance to 

tour Teatru Manoel, Malta’s national theatre and one 

of Europe’s oldest stages, or to watch a show at the 

open-air Pjazza Teatru Rjal, built upon the ruins of 

the capital’s former opera house.
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‘THE SILENT CITY’

Heading from Valletta, Mdina lies approximately 

12km inland on a plateau perched high above the 

green valleys which lead down to the island’s heart, 

to the towns and villages of Balzan, Attard and 

Mosta. Known by locals as the ‘Silent City’, Mdina is 

less of a city or a town – its stunning palazzos, while 

highly sought-after, are unaffordable for most – and 

more of a time capsule, with its narrow, winding 

alleyways and its wide pjazza, evoking a time of 

carriages, balls and corsets. The view of the island from 

its ramparts is spectacular, particularly on a clear day – 

and Malta has plenty of those. And, if you need to stop for 

some refreshments, the legendary Fontanella Tea Garden 

offers Malta’s best-loved and iconic chocolate cake.
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Valletta, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, is usually 

visitors’ first stop – a city whose minimalist 

entrance, inaugurated in 2014 and designed by 

Renzo Piano, belies its Baroque interior.

NATURE WALKS AND RURAL TRAILS

Milder days are the perfect time of year to enjoy 

Malta’s green pastures and rocky garigue (a type of low 

Mediterranean scrubland), offering a slower pace away from 

the hustle and bustle of the more frenetic towns. There 

are some spots popular with locals, such as the walk from 

the outskirts of Mtarfa down the hill to Chadwick Lakes. 

Alternatively, if you have a leisurely afternoon to dedicate 

to the endeavour, take the full trail through the Liemu Valley 

and Qlejgħa Valley, starting from the Fiddien Box near Rabat, 

with information panels along the route detailing the wealth 

of flora and fauna in the area. Gozo is also well-known for its 

hilly pastures, with routes through the salt pans, Xlendi and 

Ramla Bay, where you can even visit Calypso’s Cave. Here, 

legend has it, the nymph Calypso imprisoned Odysseus on 

his way back home to Ithaca. For more information on the 

walking trails the islands have to offer, visit: 

www.visitmalta.com/en/hikes-and-walks-malta-gozo
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Qbajjar Salt Pans, Gozo. Photo: javarman3 - iStockphoto.com



That’s not all – through our distribution partners – Guide Me Magazine is sold at

several outlets including WHSmith and 8 Till Late stores, and at Agenda bookshops 

in strategic places like Gozo Channel Ferry, Malta International Airport

as well as Sliema, St Julian’s and Valletta.

AX The Palace
High Street, Sliema

Corinthia Palace Hotel & Spa
De Paule Avenue, Balzan 

Corinthia Hotel St George’s Bay
St George’s Bay, St Julian’s

Grand Hotel Excelsior
Great Siege Road, Floriana

Hilton Malta
Portomaso, St Julian’s 
 

Hotel Ta’ Cenc & Spa
Ta’ Cenc Street, Sannat, Gozo 

Hyatt Regency Malta
St George’s Bay, St Julian’s

InterContinental Malta
St George’s Bay, St Julian’s 

Kempinski Hotel San Lawrenz 
Rokon Street, San Lawrenz, Gozo

Malta Marriott Hotel & Spa
39, Main Street, Balluta Bay, 
St Julian’s
 

The Phoenicia Malta
The Mall, Floriana 

Radisson BLU Resort & Spa
Golden Bay, Mellieha 

Radisson BLU Resort St Julian’s
St George’s Bay, St Julian’s 

AX The Victoria Hotel
Gorg Borg Olivier Street, Sliema

Cavalieri Art Hotel
Spinola Road, St Julian’s

The Embassy Valletta Hotel
173, Strait Street, Valletta

The George Hotel
Paceville

Golden Tulip Vivaldi
Dragonara Road, St Julian’s

Grand Hotel
58, St Anthony Street, 
Ghajnslielem, Gozo

H Hotel
St Augustine Street, St Julian’s

Hotel Argento
Qaliet Street, St Julian’s

Hotel Juliani
25, St George’s Road, St Julian’s

Marina Hotel Corinthia 
Beach Resort
St George’s Bay, St Julian’s 

Maritim Antonine Hotel & Spa
Gorg Borg Olivier Street, 
Mellieha

Mercure St Julian’s Malta
Qaliet Street, St Julian’s 

Salini Resort
Salina Bay, St Paul’s Bay

The Capital Valletta Hotel
48, Archbishop Street, Valletta

Urban Valley Resort & Spa
Wied Ghollieqa Street, Kappara   

5 STAR HOTELS

4 STAR HOTELS
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Holiday Inn Express
St George’s Bay, St Julian’s

Hotel Castille
Castille Square, Valletta

Hotel Valentina 
Dobbie Street, Paceville

Hotel Viu 57
Dun Belin Azzopardi Street, 
Mellieha

3 STAR HOTELS

AX The Saint John
176, Merchants Street, Valletta 

19 Rooms
87, St Christopher’s Street,  
Valletta 

66 Saint Paul’s
66, St Paul Street, Valletta 

The Barrister Hotel
57, St Christopher’s Street,  
Valletta 

Casa Ellul
Old Theatre Street, Valletta

The Coleridge
89, Old Bakery Street, Valletta

Cugó Gran Macina Grand 
Harbour Hotel
31st March Street, Senglea

Domus Zamittello
7, Republic Street, Valletta 

The Duke Boutique Hotel
Republic Street, Victoria

Holm Boutique & Spa
Fabri Lane, St Julian’s

Hugo’s Boutique Hotel
St George’s Road, Paceville

Iniala Harbour House
10, St Barbara Bastion, Valletta 

Land’s End Hotel
Tigne Seafront, Sliema

Palazzo Consiglia
102, St Ursula Street, Valletta 

Palazzo Violetta Suites
85, Tonna Street, Sliema 

Pjazza Suites Boutique Hotel
San Gakbu Street,  Siggiewi 

Quaint Boutique Hotel Nadur
13th December Street, Nadur, 
Gozo

Quaint Boutique Hotel Sannat
St Margaret Square, Sannat, 
Gozo

Quaint Boutique Hotel Xewkija
St John Baptist Square, Xewkija, 
Gozo

Quayside Apartments
3, Xatt is-Sajjieda, Marsaxlokk 

Rosselli - AX Privilege
167, Merchants Street, Valletta

Senglea Suites
Triq San Frangisk, Senglea

SU29
29, St Ursula Steps, Valletta

The Stonehouse
Lapsi Street, St Julian’s

The Xara Palace Relais & 
Chateaux
Misrah Il-Kunsill, Mdina

Tritoni Hotel
Triq Vincenzo Dimech, Floriana

Ursulino Valletta
82A, St Ursola Street, Valletta

Valletta Boutique Living
54, Marsamxett Road, Valletta

BOUTIQUE HOTELS
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NOTE OF ACCURACY – The absolute majority of hotels distribute Guide Me in hotel rooms. There are 
instances where hotels have a policy against distribution of such brands in hotel rooms and in such instances 
such hotels would distribute the magazine in their lobby, reception and/or concierge area.

Valletta
Triton Fountain Area
 
Valletta Waterfront
Pinto Wharf

Malta International Airport
Welcomer’s Lounge
Luqa

Birgu
Main Gate Street

Marsaxlokk
Xatt Is-Sajjieda

Mdina
C/O The Museum of 
Natural History

Mellieha
Misrah Iz-Zjara tal-Papa Gwanni 
Pawlu II

Sliema
The Plaza Commercial Centre, 
Bizazza Street

St. Paul’s Bay
Islets Promenade

Victoria Gozo
No. 17, Independence Square

Mgarr
Mgarr Harbour 
Information Booth

DISTRIBUTION THROUGH THE MALTA TOURISM AUTHORITY 
INFORMATION OFFICES:
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H E R I T A G E

CARVED IN STONE: A FAMILY’S 

MISSION TO KEEP MALTA’S 

LIMESTONE LEGACY ALIVE

Malta’s warm, honey-hued limestone has not only shaped the islands’ striking 

appearance, but has also left its mark on the country’s culture, traditions and daily 

life. Here, EVE BALDACCHINO, General Manager of the family-run The Limestone 

Heritage, speaks to REBECCA ANASTASI about the stone’s enduring significance, the 

museum’s role in celebrating Maltese customs and the family legacy behind their work.
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ook around you, and it’s 

impossible to ignore the deep 

yellow of Malta’s stonework, 

weathered by the salt of the 

Mediterranean Sea. It’s almost 

as if the buildings’ façades have 

absorbed the warmth of the sun – 

the same warmth that flushes the skin. 

“Some of the islands’ oldest as well as most 

remarkable sites – ranging from prehistoric 

temples to modern-era heritage buildings – 

are all made of limestone, Malta’s only natural 

resource,” says Eve Baldacchino, the General 

Manager of The Limestone Heritage. “The 

stone has provided the building blocks for 

such iconic sights as Mdina and Valletta, our 

capital city. The Limestone Heritage celebrates 

this, and we’re often the first stop for anyone 

wanting to understand the material’s vital role 

in Malta’s history – and why preserving and 

restoring it is essential for future generations.”

The museum is the country’s only one 

dedicated to the golden stone of the islands 

– officially known as Globigerina Limestone 

or Franka in Maltese – which has been used 

across the archipelago since the earliest known 

settlements. “In Malta, we have construction 

dating from 5,000BC that already uses this 

material, so it’s vital for us to preserve it 

and ensure its significance is recognised. 

Ultimately, all of Malta’s most important 

cultural landmarks have been sculpted with 

this stone.”

For Eve, celebrating Malta’s honey-combed 

building blocks is part of a family tradition. 

Her grandfather once led the now-defunct 

Quarry Owners Association of Malta, running 

several quarries through the 1970s and ‘80s. 

Eve’s father, Emanuel Baldacchino, inherited 

and took over the site in the ‘90s, toiling in 

the quarry in rain, shine or sweltering heat. 

However, his work digging stone was not to 

last. “Unfortunately, due to health reasons, my 

father was advised by his doctors to stay out of 

the sun – but he was always so active and felt 

he had to do something. Soon after, in 1998, 

we went on a family holiday where my father 

raised the idea of transforming the quarry into 

a tourist attraction. So, that’s what he did.”

Emanuel’s entrepreneurial spirit galvanised 

him into action, and he started working on his 

project as soon as the family returned from the 

trip. It took four years to transform the quarry 

and on 5th May 2002, The Limestone Heritage 

was officially inaugurated, with a prime focus 

on showcasing the uses, methods and cultural 

impact of Malta’s limestone to visitors. 

Today, it’s a family affair, with Eve having 

started working with her parents and sibling 

when she was only 15. “Twenty-three years 

later, and I’m still here,” she laughs. “My brother 

(Operations Manager, Julian Baldacchino) and I 

were raised to be part of this. And we continue 

to build on the original mission of celebrating 

the islands’ natural resources.”

The guest experience has been curated 

with this end in mind. “When guests arrive, 

we typically start the tour with a short ten-

minute film introducing them to the political, 

economic and cultural significance of 

limestone in Malta. We then offer an audio-

guided tour through our indoor museum, 

which features authentic and original quarrying 

tools used across different historical periods 

on the Maltese islands. We also showcase how 

quarries used to be dug by hand, and when 

machinery was added to the process,” Eve 

explains.

Visitors are then guided through a replica of 

a typical Maltese farmhouse. “This boasts 

distinctive features typical of a limestone 

structure – for example stone arches, known 

as ħnejjiet in Maltese. We’ve also included 

other traditional details, such as a fuklar – a 

Maltese stone cooker – and the barumbara 
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